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KINDERGARTEN STUDENT TAKING I-READY MATH ASSESSMENT  IN THIS ISSUE 

i-Ready is an interactive online learning 

program that helps students build essential 

skills in reading and mathematics. 

i-Ready starts with a diagnostic test that 

identifies the specific skills each student 

needs to develop and measures academic 

growth through the school year.  It also 

provides students with personalized online 

instruction and gives teachers guidance on 

how they can best support the needs of each 

and every student. 

i-Ready encourages students to take 

ownership of their learning.  Students get 

real-time feedback, see motivating messages, 

and earn credits after completing lessons 

that they can use to get rewards, such as 

games.  i-Ready’s engaging environment 

draws students in right away and gets 

students of all ages excited about learning. 

How Can I Help My Child Get 
the Most Out of i-Ready? 

• Speak with your child about how using 

i-Ready will help him or her prepare for 

class work.  Also explain that i-Ready 

will show teachers where your child is 

doing well and which topics need some 

more review. 

• Encourage your child to take each 

lesson and test question seriously.  

Emphasize “thinking before clicking” 

because just clicking through will not 

give teachers an accurate report of 

what your child knows and is able to 

do. 

• Contact your child’s teacher about any 

questions about i-Ready.   

 

To learn more about i-Ready, go to 

 i-Ready.com/Tour. 

 

Door 24 Plus App 
 

Door 24 Plus is a mathematical fluency app 

that harness the power of game design to 

help develop students’ skills in both fact 

fluency and computational fluency.  As a 

complement to i-Ready Instruction, Door 

24 Plus provides targeted support for 

developing mathematical fluency and is part 

of the i-Ready mobile family of products.  

With Door 24 Plus, students will have a 

chance to play one of two games depending 

on their level:  SNARGG SPLATT develops 

fact fluency and VICTOR FIXER develops 

computational fluency.  

 

 (Continued on Page #3) 

   

  Stay Connected to Your Child’s   
 Classroom with Schoology 

The Woodland Hills School District uses Schoology to 

keep parents connected to their child’s classroom.  

Register your parent access code today! 
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Kindergarten is Coding! 
Kindergarteners are being introduced to Coding by using 

Bee-Bots.   
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App Feature:  Vocabulary/ 
Spelling City 
See what Common Sense Media had to say about 

Vocabulary/Spelling City. 
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Free Microsoft Office Available to 
WHSD Students and Staff 
Students and staff of Woodland Hills School District are 

eligible to download Microsoft® Office Professional Plus 

for free! 
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Schoology is an integrated learning 

management solution that provides course 

management, mobile learning, and support 

for system-wide communications.  

Schoology enables our students, parents, 

and teachers to engage with learning 

materials and their school community from 

the classroom and beyond.  Schoology will 

enhance connectivity and communication 

across the Woodland Hills School District. 

With Schoology, students can digitally 

submit homework assignments, review 

grades, participate in interactive 

discussions, receive announcements and 

feedback, take tests, write academic blogs, 

and more.  As a parent, you will be able to 

view your child’s activity within the 

platform. 

 

Kindergarten students are coding in their 

class by using Bee-Bots.  Bee-Bots are 

exciting little robots designed for use by 

young children.  These easy-to-operate, and 

friendly robots are a perfect tool for 

teaching directionality, sequencing, 

estimation, problem-solving, and just 

having fun!  Use the arrow keys to code Bee-

Bot to move and turn.  Then press GO to 

send the robot on its way.  Children love to 

teach the robots how to go from place to 

place and learn while they do. 

 

Schoology Parent Account gives you 

access to: 

• The classes your child is enrolled 

in. 

• Your child’s upcoming 

assignments. 

• School and class 

announcements. 

Schoology makes it easy for parents to 

stay involved in their children’s 

education. 

Setting up Your Account 

Parent access codes were distributed at 

Open House.  Please contact your child’s 

teacher if you did not receive one.  The 

first time you log into Schoology, you 

may want to set up some of your account 

settings to make sure you get the most out 

of Schoology. 

  

Stay Connected 
to Your Child’s 
Classroom with 
Schoology! 

Kindergarten is Coding! 

Parent accounts on Schoology are really like 

having two accounts in one.  One is your own 

personal account, with your own name and 

information.  This is connected to your child’s 

account, which you can switch into to see how 

he or she does, and receive updates about his 

or her activity. 

Start by clicking on the arrow in the upper-

right corner, next to your name, and then 

select your child’s name to switch into his or 

her account.  The checkmark in this dropdown 

menu indicates which account you are 

currently in. 

Notifications 

Set up your Notifications to control how 

Schoology contacts you about your child’s 

school activities. 

To set up notifications, select 

NOTIFICATIONS from the dropdown menu 

in the upper right-hand corner. 

Schoology App 

The Schoology App is available from the App 

Store for both iPhone and iPad for a free 

download.  It requires iOS 9.0 or later. 

Information provided by Schoology Support. 

 

Directional keys are used to enter up to 

40 commands which send Bee-Bot 

forward, back, left, and right.  Pressing 

the green GO button starts Bee-Bot on its 

way.  Bee-Bot blinks and beeps at the 

conclusion of each command to allow 

children to follow Bee-Bot through the 

program they have entered and then 

confirm its completion with lights and 

sounds.  Children want to use Bee-Bot 

over and over and are inspired to enter 

even more creative and complex 

command sequences.  Bee-Bot moves in 

6” steps and 90 degree turns.   

Kindergarten will also use the following 

coding Apps on the iPads:  Scratch Jr., 

Kodable, and eSpark Academy’s The 

Foos.  They will also be using Robot 

Turtles in Technology Class. 

 

The Bee-Bots are available to us from 

The Allegheny Intermediate Unit #3 

Center for Creativity STEAM Lending 

Library funded through the Pittsburgh 

Penguins Foundation. 

Information provided by Terrapin, makers 
of Bee-Bots. 
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I-READY DOOR 24 PLUS APP 

 

 
 

Door 24 App 
Door 24 Plus app is a free app only available from the 

App Store for iOS.  It requires iOS 8.0 or later and is 

compatible with iPad. 

 

 
 

Who Benefits From Door 24 Plus? 
 

This educational game is targeted for students 

at Grades 1-8.  Door 24 Plus contains lower-

level content to support students who need 

help with basic fact fluency as well as upper-

level content to help develop computational 

fluency, supporting students’ abilities to think 

quantitatively and strategically. 

 

How do i-Ready Users log in ? 
 

• Tap “Yes” to answer the question “Are 

you an i-Ready student?” on the main 

login screen. 

• Enter their username and password.  

(This is the same username and 

password that students use when they 

log in to the i-Ready website--for 

grades 2-8, the username is their 5-digit 

lunch number and the password is their 

4-digit district password; Kindergarten 

and Grade 1 students will need to use a 

non-i-Ready user log in since the app 

does not accept picture log ins.) 

 

TIP :  Make sure that i-Ready students use 

their i-Ready credentials each time they log 

in.  This way the app will track their 

progress accurately and serve up the 

appropriate content.  You can quickly 

identify if students are playing under their 

down account by checking the user name 

that’s displayed at the top of the game 

screens. 

 

How do non-i-Ready Users log 
In ? 

 

You can still use the Door 24 Plus app, even 

if you do not have an i-Ready account. 

 

• Tap “ No” to answer the question “Are 

you an i-Ready student ?” on the main 

login screen. 

• Enter student’s first name, last name, 

and grade level.  (This information will 

only be saved on this iPad mobile 

device.) 

• Once students have created an account, 

they will be able to access it by tapping 

their name in the “I have played 

before !” list. 

                                                                   

TIP :  Progress on the app cannot be 

transferred to another device if the student 

has not signed in using an i-Ready login.  

Students who don’t have an i-Ready login 

should play on the same device in order to 

save all their progress. 

 

How Do Students Log Out ? 
 

To log out, students tap on the pause button 

and select “Log Out”. 

 

TIP :  We recommend that all students 

(those with and without an i-Ready login) 

log out at the end of every session to prevent 

students from accidentally playing under 

the wrong accounts.  Students will be 

automatically timed out after 30 minutes. 

 

Door 24 Plus Starts With a 
Short Assessment 

 

Door 24 Plus starts with a short fact fluency 

placement assessment to ensure that 

instruction and practice target each 

student’s area of greatest need.  The 

placement assessment fine tunes the results 

of the i-Ready Diagnostic.  It delivers a 

thorough inventory of whether each student 

is fluent with all the basic facts and ensures 

that any gaps are addressed in Snargg 

Splatt before the student moves to 

computational fluency practice in the Victor 

Fixer game. 

 

A student’s entry for the fluency placement 

assessment is based on the student’s 

Diagnostic score in the Number and 

Operations domain.  This means that 

students who have a higher Diagnostic score 

will receive more challenging problems at 

first and the test will ramp up or down 

based on their results. 

 

Typing Task 

 
In order to unlock Door 24 Plus, students 

must type numbers as they appear on screen 

as quickly as they can.  The task records 

how quickly students are able to type the 

numbers and provides a baseline for that 

individual student’s motor skills. 

 

Information provided by i-Ready Support. 

 

Ready for i-Ready? (Cont.) 
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App Feature:  
Vocabulary/ 
Spelling City 

What Parents Need to Know  

 

Parents need to know that Vocabulary 

Spelling City offers about a dozen free 

learning-based games and other activities, 

including vocab and spelling lists.  Basic site 

use is free and doesn’t require registration.  

Users can take tests, play games, and access 

some teaching resources.  However, only 

registered users can save word lists.  There’s 

no cost to register; users have to enter a first 

and last name, an email address, and a 

username and password to sign up for the 

site.  They can also log in using their Google 

account.  Kids can search for lists that 

parents or teachers have created through 

the site’s Find a List feature. 

Woodland Hills School District is pleased o 

announce that its more than 4,000 students 

are eligible to down Microsoft® Office 

Professional Plus for free and install it on as 

many as five (5) PC, Mac, or mobile devices.  

This opportunity is part of the district’s 

Enrollment for Education Solutions (EES) 

agreement, which is an easy, no-cost offer 

that provides qualified education customers 

a simplified way to acquire Microsoft 

software and services under a single, 

subscription agreement.  Microsoft® Office 

Professional Plus includes:  Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint, Outlook, OneNote, Access, 

and Publisher.   

WHSD employees are eligible to take 

advantage of Microsoft’s Faculty 

Advantage Program.  This program enables 

employees to down Microsoft® Office for PC 

or Mac to install and use on their home 

computer.  Employees can continue using 

Faculty Advantage as long as they remain 

employed by WHSD.  “The Enrollment for 

Education Solutions agreement 

demonstrates our commitment to provide 

students and staff multiple engaging 

learning platforms and opportunities that 

extend far beyond our classrooms.” 

To access the free download of Microsoft® 

Office 2013/2016 Professional Plus, 

students/parents must go to 

www.whsd.net/Content2/20670 and click on 

the INSTALL NOW button at the bottom 

of the page. 

The username is the WHSD email account.  

StudentID@whsd.net (The “StudentID” is 

the student’s 5-digit lunch number.)   

The password is the student’s login numeric 

number (The student password is the same 

as their windows password.) 

Staff:  Use your WHSD email account and 

password. 

After successfully logging in, agree to the 

terms and conditions, then click Install 

Office 2013 or 2016 using the “Install Now” 

button.  Information provided by WHSD. 

 

 

Free Microsoft Office 
Available to All WHSD 
Students and Staff 

by  

What’s It About? 

Created by a former game producer, 

Vocabularyspellingcity.com offers about a 

dozen free learning-based games and other 

activities that include vocabulary and 

spelling lists.  Woodland Hills subscribes to 

Vocabulary/Spelling City.  Teachers in 

grades K-6 has access to the premium 

edition.  Check with your child’s teacher to 

see if they upload word lists to 

Vocabulary/Spelling City. 

Is It Any Good? 

VocabularySpellingCity.com’s games are 

easy to figure out, and, as an added bonus, 

typically offer more than one educational 

benefit.  The Word Unscramble game, for 

example, mixes spelling and vocabulary 

work with logic practice; similarly, a 

narrator reads each letter in a word in the 

site’s spelling lessons, which can help kids 

with pronunciation, reading, and usage.  

Kids often can get a hint if they’re stuck 

and see correct answers for any questions 

they’ve missed, and they move at their 

own pace. 

Vocabulary/Spelling City can be accessed 

at http://www.spellingcity.com/woodland-

hills-academy-turtle-creek-pa.html 

(students login with their 5-digit lunch 

number and 4-digit password) or 

downloaded from the iOS App Store.  It 

requires iOS 8.0 or later and is compatible 

with iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch. 

Students will need the school code 146169.   

Information provided by Common Sense 
Media.    

Is there something that you 

would like included in the next 

Academy Tech News 

newsletter?  Email me at 

kritde@whsd.net with your 

suggestions!  Deadline is 

December 1.   
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